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“Funding Preservation and Economic Revitalization 
for Communities”

ARIZONA HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
CONFERENCE

Arts and Preservation
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• One of 56 state arts agencies.
• Funding from the State of Arizona and the 

National Endowment for the Arts.
• Governed by a 15-member Governor-appointed 

Commission.
• Staff includes practicing artists and 

administrators who serve in local and national 
arts leadership roles.  

The Arizona Commission on the Arts

COMPETITIVE GRANT WRITING FOR ARTISTS

We imagine an Arizona where everyone can participate in and experience the arts

COMPETITIVE GRANT WRITING FOR ARTISTS

What We Do

grantmaker

convener

resource
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STATEWIDE IMPACT
Arizona’s investment in arts & culture reaches 
almost every county in the state, bolstering positive 
outcomes in towns and cities, creating opportunities, 
expanding horizons for young and old, and helping 
Arizona realize its brightest future.

Chart reflects grants awarded during Fiscal Year 2019

3 Tracks: Artists, Arts Educators, and Arts 
Administrators.

Awards up to $1,500 for expenses related to eligible 
opportunities (i.e. travel support, registration fees, etc.)

Supports opportunities such as: master classes, 
presenting new work, conferences, artist residencies, 
and other professional development-related activities.

Two cycles: next deadline is Friday, November 14.

Opportunity Grants
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Supports arts and culture nonprofits who 
produce an annual series of 
programming.

Festivals may be multidisciplinary in 
scope, and may feature a variety of 
performances, visual and literary arts, 
food, traditional demonstrations, and other 
live examples of cultural traditions.

Festival Grants

Supports general operating support for Arizona arts and 
culture organizations of all sizes.  

Reflects shifting needs in investing in Arizona’s arts and 
culture sector and an evolving makeup of Arizona arts 
and culture organizations.

CIG (and formerly GOS) comprises upwards of 65% of 
the Arts Commission’s overall grantmaking.

Community Investment Grants
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Made available to Arizona artists, arts educators, and 
arts administrators to support lost income due to 
canceled gigs, jobs, and contracts in light of COVID-19

Awarded up to $1500 per application

Received more than 600 applications in 8 hours

Rolling fund—hoping to administer future rounds of 
awards

Emergency Relief Fund (ERF) Grants

Made available to Arizona arts organizations who were 
previous recipients of Arts Commission organizational 
grants.

National Endowment for the Arts received federal funds 
from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act. The NEA then allocated a percentage of 
these funds to state arts agencies to administer to arts 
organizations via unique grant programs.

Seeks to emphasize salaries, facilities, and contracts. 

AZ CARES Grants
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Putting dollars toward the “built environment”?
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CONCEPT

The Arizona Creative Communities Institute (AZ 
CCI) offers small teams, made up of diverse 
members of Arizona communities, a unique 
opportunity to explore the many ways creativity 
can be put to work for positive community 
impact.

AZ CCI teams are members of an active learning 
network, learning from and with local and 
national experts, as well as peers from other 
Arizona cities/towns and neighborhoods. 

THE AZ CCI EXPERIENCE
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TEAM FLAGSTAFF

Coconino County Adult Probation 
engaged clients to develop murals 
that depicted healthy relationships.

Murals are publicly displayed on 
panels on the building exterior right in 
the heart of downtown Flagstaff.

TEAM DOUGLAS

“Re-framing Douglas” installed 
interactive, sculptural viewfinders around 
downtown Douglas that allows viewers to 
remember and animate places where 
residents gather and celebrate. 

Coupled with community gatherings to 
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TEAM YUMA

DIY Mural project brought together Yuma 
residents from across the large 
geographic expanse that is the Yuma-
Somerton-San Luis region.

Idea was to “cross pollenate” community 
participation by bringing folks to new 
corners of town and participate in a 
Yuma-branding mural project that fosters 
a collective sense if Yuma identity.

FUNDING AND THE FUTURE?

Arts spaces will likely be among the last to fully 
bounce back from economic recession and social 
distancing guidelines.

Preservation and revitalization for communities is at 
a unique intersection with arts and culture as we 
document this moment in history via various artistic 
disciplines.

Arts as inextricably linked to community 
engagement, revitalization, and civic participation.


