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Arizona Downtown Alliance Now
Oversees Main Street Program

For the past four years, the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) has served as the
state coordinating office for the Arizona Main
Street program. During the entire tenure of
SHPO's coordination, the Arizona Downtown
Alliance assisted SHPO with managing Main
Street and provided outreach and technical
assistance. Through consistent communication,
outreach, and technical assistance, the Alliance
has positioned itself as a leading organization
to assist communities with their downtown and
commercial district revitalization efforts.  

On November 1, 2017, SHPO handed over the Main Street reins to the Arizona
Downtown Alliance, under the umbrella of the Arizona Preservation Foundation, to
continue providing communication, outreach, training, and networking services for
formal Main Street communities and other interested downtown and commercial
districts across the state.
 
As part of our new role, the Alliance will continue to document the statistical
information on the preservation, revitalization, and economic activities of Arizona's
Main Street communities and add data from all Arizona cities and organizations
engaged in downtown revitalization whether using the Main Street approach or not. By
compiling information on key indicators such as NET new businesses started, NET new
jobs created, or TOTAL amount of private investment, we can demonstrate how strong
the various projects and initiatives are in spurring investment in historic downtowns,
traditional business districts, and budding neighborhood districts.
 
To assist us in collecting these economic indicators, we have created Google Excel
Document to record your information for 2017. The figures do not have to be exact,
just estimates. In turn, we will compile the figures and prepare a document available
via our website to share with elected officials, partners, and downtown stakeholders.
If you have any questions or needs, email azdowntownalliance@gmail.com or call
602-738-8381.

http://s.rs6.net/t?e=sZohEq5oeZ0&c=1&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=sZohEq5oeZ0&c=3&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=sZohEq5oeZ0&c=4&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=sZohEq5oeZ0&c=5&r=1
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/We-have-news-about-Arizona-downtowns-to-share---.html?soid=1103500615123&aid=sZohEq5oeZ0#fblike
https://azdowntown.wordpress.com/
https://azstateparks.com/shpo/
http://www.azpreservation.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eYD2k3MaZXpCkSgHDo5xV0J7zeLdYEcMK5306YwryLk/edit?usp=sharing
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2018 Arizona Historic Preservation
Conference Just Around the Corner

Hosted by the Arizona State Historic Preservation Office, Arizona State Parks and
Trails, and the City of Scottsdale, the 2018 Arizona Historic Preservation Conference
will be held at the iconic Valley Ho Resort, June 6-8, 2018. For the past fifteen years,
this conference has brought together preservation advocates from around the state to
exchange ideas and success stories, share perspectives and solutions to preservation
issues, and foster cooperation between Arizona's diverse preservation community.

The theme of this year's conference, "Design in the Desert," is intended to focus
attention on the adaptations which enabled prehistoric inhabitants, indigenous tribes,
Euro-American settlers, and all of their descendants to make a living in the Arizona
deserts. From the construction of Hohokam pithouses and canals to contemporary
passive solar residences and water harvesting technology, the desire to live
comfortably and sustainably in the desert has informed and shaped the built
environment of our state. Our beautiful deserts and rich indigenous heritage are what
makes Arizona unique, and it is the hope that the sessions and speakers at this
conference will inspire us to celebrate the human ingenuity that has shaped our desert
oasis. Click here to see the conference agenda, read about the speakers and register
to attend.

Bits and Pieces of News and Notes 
 from Across Arizona

To commemorate the 40th anniversary of the
National Trust Historic Preservation's work to
revitalize America's Main Streets, the Trust
joined with American Express, National
Geographic, and Main Street America for
Partners in Preservation: Main Streets, a
community-based campaign to raise
awareness about the importance of preserving
America's Main Street districts. Twenty-five
Main Street districts participated in the campaign from September 25 through October
31. Our very own Casa Grande Main Street was one of the 11 winning historic sites,
determined by popular vote, and will receive a $144,000 grant which they intend to
use to install a new Vintage Neon Sign Park in the heart of their historic downtown.

https://azpreservation.com/
https://azstateparks.com/shpo/
https://azstateparks.com/
https://azpreservation.com/
https://azpreservation.com/
https://savingplaces.org/
http://www.cgmainstreet.org/
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The property where the new park will be built is known throughout the community as
The Casa Grande Valley Newspaper campus, centrally located between the commercial
and arts district of the city. Great job Casa Grande Main Street and thank you to
everyone who voted during the competition.

Congratulations to Dustin Welker, Planning
and Community Director, City of Safford, who
was awarded the 15 Under 40 Individual of
the Year. Dustin has been behind a number of
community improvements, including
upgrades to Safford's Downtown, and Firth
and Glenn Meadows park; he is the city's eyes
and ears for events, including Merry Main
Street, the Holiday Light, Cinco de Mayo,
County Fair parades, and Harvest Festival;
and he works with neighboring agencies on
multi-jurisdictional projects, such as
improvements to Mt. Graham Golf Course and
the multi-use path. The 15 Under 40 program
celebrates those under 40 making a difference
in Graham and Greenlee counties, was the
brainchild of Monica Watson, publisher of Eastern Arizona Courier and the Copper Era.
(Since receiving this award, Dustin took a new position as the County Manager for
Graham County.)

After four months of searching, the Glendale
Chamber of Commerce announced the hiring
of Katy Engels as director of downtown
development. Engels joins the Glendale
Chamber after being executive director of the
Waterford, WI Chamber of Commerce.
Waterford is a small village community with a
business district similar in size to Historic
Downtown Glendale. During her time in
Waterford, Engels worked directly with the
small, independent merchants that make up
Waterford's business community, as well as
local and regional economic development and tourism agencies to assist with
revitalization efforts. Welcome Katy!

On April 4, the Arizona Downtown Alliance was
asked to speak on behalf of the Vail
Preservation Society (VPS) to help welcome
the new Safeway store at their grand opening
in Vail. It was a wonderful event and the
Alliance was extremely proud to publicly
recognize VPS for all of their hard work on the
1908 Old Post Office and Store, and speak to
the importance of Vail Connects, their Main
Street program. Working with VPS, Safeway purchased and installed seven historic
panels representing pieces of Vail's history as part of the store's interior decor. It did
not stop there. The Safeway Foundation awarded VPS a check for $4,000 AND the
Alliance a check for $2,000. To say the least, we were surprised with the award and

https://www.cityofsafford.us/
http://www.glendaleazchamber.org/
https://azdowntown.wordpress.com/
https://www.vailpreservationsociety.org/
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promise to put it to good use. Thank you VPS and Safeway!

Perhaps the largest remodel to take place
in  Globe's Downtown District's in the last 20
years promises to infuse the area with a
healthy vibe. The Hope Clinic, owned by Chad
Campbell, P.A., and Holly Rooney, M.D., will
triple the space of their current medical
practice and add a healthy eatery and retail
space downstairs and an expansive yoga/
multipurpose room and offices upstairs. Built
by Sears in the 1950s, the building served as Kim's Fashions until recently, when the
owner retired. "We had no idea it was so well built when we first looked at it," Rooney
says. She and Campbell were first attracted to the fact that it came with its own
parking lot. Parking, as many who live here know, is a rarity for buildings in the
historic downtown district. It wasn't until they went inside the building that they really
began to appreciate the quality of the construction in the original framework. The
building has solid concrete floors on both levels, and steel beams throughout provide
the basic structure. The brick had been painted over many times, leaving the exterior
looking worn-out and old. Yet Rooney said she could see in places how beautiful the
building would be if the brick was sandblasted.

Lani Lott, L.L. Consulting and Jim McPherson,
Arizona Preservation Foundationhave been
working with the  City of Kingman, downtown
stakeholders, and interested citizens to
provide guidance as the Kingman community
embraces the Main Street Four Point
Approach. As part of Main Street Phase II this
past month, Sally Schween and Brian
Swanton of Gorman & Company Margy
Parisella with the State Historic Preservation
Office, Lani, and Jim met with City officials and stakeholders to tour four of Kingman's
historic properties: Palo Christi School, Hilltop Motel, Brunswick Hotel, and 218 Oak
street. The team discussed the various opportunities and possible resources for each
of the properties and presented to the community a summary of the team's
observations. Later this summer, Kingman plans to follow up with a second Main
Street Town Hall to showcase the work of Main Street Kingman and outline objectives
as needed.

Safford Downtown Association in partnership
with the City of Safford are updating their
Downtown Strategic Plan. Nogales Community
Development Corporation is also updating
their strategic plan. And on April 17, the Town
of Payson hosted an all-day Urban Land
Institute Technical Assistance Program panel
to discuss opportunities for Payson's Main
Street corridor.

https://www.facebook.com/globedowntownassociation/
http://www.l-lconsulting.com/
http://azpreservation.org/
http://www.cityofkingman.gov/
https://www.gormanusa.com/About-Gorman/Our-Markets-and-Presidents.aspx
https://azstateparks.com/shpo/
https://www.cityofsafford.us/502/Safford-Downtown-Association
https://nogalescdc.org/
http://www.paysonaz.gov/
https://arizona.uli.org/community/arizona-technical-assistance-panels-aztaps/
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Grant Opportunities
The Arts Foundation for Tucson and Southern Arizona requests applications to
its Event Sponsorship Program from nonprofit, 501c3 organizations based in Cochise,
Santa Cruz, Pima and Yuma Counties. Awards between $500 and $1,000 for upcoming
events taking place between July 1 to December 31, 2018.
 
2018 AARP Community Challenge grant program can help achieve real change in
communities, in which AARP supports the efforts of neighborhoods, towns, cities, and
counties nationwide to become great places for people of all ages. Applications are
due May 16, 2018 at 5 p.m. ET for small grants to improve housing, transportation,
public spaces, and other community elements.

National Trust Preservation Funds are intended to encourage preservation at the
local level by providing seed money for preservation projects. These grants help
stimulate public discussion, enable local groups to gain the technical expertise needed
for particular projects, introduce the public to preservation concepts and techniques,
and encourage financial participation by the private sector.

USDA Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant Program in Arizona provides
affordable funding to develop essential community facilities in rural areas. 

EPA's Greening America's Communities Program help cities and towns develop
an implementable vision of environmentally friendly neighborhoods that incorporate
innovative green infrastructure and other sustainable design strategies. EPA provides
design assistance to help support sustainable communities that protect the
environment, economy, and public health and to inspire local and state leaders to
expand this work elsewhere.

Upcoming Events
2018 Historic Preservation Conference, June 6-8, 2018, Valley Ho, Scottsdale
 
2018 Arizona Rural Policy Forum, August 8-10, 2018, Wickenburg
 

Thanks to our Partners!

The Arizona Downtown Alliance appreciates the
support and assistance from these partner
organizations:

National Trust for Historic Preservation
Main Street America
Arizona State Parks and Trails
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office
Arizona Preservation Foundation
Local First Arizona

https://artsfoundtucson.org/grant/sponsorships/
https://www.mainstreet.org/blogs/national-main-street-center/2018/04/09/aarps-2018-community-challenge-grant-opportunity
https://forum.savingplaces.org/build/funding/grant-seekers/preservation-funds
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program/az
https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/greening-americas-communities#background
https://azpreservation.com/
http://azrdc.org/2018-rural-policy-forum/agenda/
http://www.preservationnation.org/
http://www.mainstreet.org/home
https://azstateparks.com/
http://azstateparks.com/SHPO/
http://www.azpreservation.org/
http://www.localfirstaz.com/
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Arizona Rural Development Council

Arizona Downtown Alliance |  Email | Website

Stay connected in-between e-newsletters!
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